Course Specification with Knowledge and Understanding
MORALITY AND JUSTICE
Question types
Analyse religious AND/OR non-religious responses to moral issues arising from [insert topic.] 10 – 6KU, 4A.
Evaluate [and analyse] religious AND/OR non-religious responses to moral issues arising from [insert topic.] 20 – 10KU, 5A, 5E.
Topics – 2KU on each
Hint: we’re teaching RMPS – not Modern studies – this bit does not need to be in great detail. Get to the good bit… i.e. the moral issues!
Sentence starters: 
One example of an X is…
X is when…
Causes of Crime
· environmental influences 
A person’s environment can increase their likelihood of committing crime. Poverty, deprivation, peer pressure and Adverse Childhood Experiences may contribute to criminal behaviour.
· psychological factors
Mental illness, trauma, addiction or particular personality disorders may influence a person’s behaviour which can lead to crime. For example, untreated addiction may create powerful cravings that lead someone to steal to pay for drugs or alcohol.
Purposes of punishment 
· reformation 
Reformation aims to change an offender’s behaviour so that they do not commit further crimes. This may involve education, counselling, addiction treatment or developing employment skills.
· retribution 
Retribution means punishing offenders because they deserve to face consequences for the harm they have caused. The punishment should be proportionate to the seriousness of the crime.
· protection 
Protection aims to keep the public safe by preventing offenders from causing further harm. This may involve imprisonment or restrictions on an offender’s movements and activities.
· deterrence 
Deterrence aims to discourage crime through the threat or experience of punishment. Individual deterrence discourages the offender from reoffending, while general deterrence warns other people against committing similar crimes.

Responses to crime 
· custodial sentences 
A custodial sentence removes an offender’s freedom by placing them in prison or another secure institution. It can punish the offender and protect the public, while also providing opportunities for rehabilitation.
· non-custodial sentences 
Non-custodial sentences punish offenders without sending them to prison, for example through fines, community payback orders or electronic monitoring. They allow offenders to remain in the community while addressing the causes of their behaviour.
· capital punishment 
Capital punishment is the execution of a person by the state as punishment for a serious crime. It has been abolished in the UK but remains legal in some countries.


Moral issues arising - KU
Hint: Describing moral issues in more depth makes analysing more straightforward as there is more to respond to.
Sentence starters: 
One moral issue arising from X is Y. On the one hand… on the other hand…
One moral issue is the question of whether…
Causes of Crime
· environmental influences 
Responsibility: If crime is influenced by poverty/childhood trauma is it really fair to blame the individual? There are still victims of crime who deserve justice.
Protection: Even if someone is not to blame, society still needs to protect people from further crime. But on the other hand, is it right to take away someone’s liberty for the sake of others?
· psychological factors
Discrimination: Biological or psychological explanations could lead to people being stereotyped as dangerous and more likely to be sentenced more harshly. But do we not trust the justice system to be just?
Prevention: Is it ethical to spend money punishing offenders or would it be better spent trying to prevent the crime to begin with?
Purposes of punishment 
· reformation 
Unfairness: it focuses entirely on changing the individual offender while offering no direct moral redress or reparation to the victim or community
Resource allocation: Scarcity of resources forces systems to select offenders based on who is most likely to progress or yield utility, unfairly rejecting those with higher needs or slower progress prognoses.


· retribution 
Revenge: A true understanding of retribution is punishing someone in equal measure to their crime. But is it too easy for this to fall into revenge and to become disproportionate?
Impossibility of rebalance: Who can say what punishment is truly fitting for a crime? If someone has murdered your family, is there any punishment that can be equal to that loss?
· protection 
Violation of individual autonomy: Treating a person solely as a dangerous object to be locked away for public safety denies their agency and capacity for moral change.
Inequity and false positives: Risk-prediction tools are often flawed, meaning vulnerable or marginalized individuals may be disproportionately locked away for long periods based on biased or inaccurate forecasts.
· deterrence 
Using People as Instruments: Punishing someone heavily to send a message to the general public means they suffer not strictly for what they deserve, but to manipulate the future behaviour of other people.
Disproportionate Sentencing: Because the goal is to stop future crimes rather than match the specific harm done, deterrence can logically justify handing down excessively harsh or severe penalties for minor offenses just to boost the deterrent effect.
Responses to crime 
· custodial sentences 
Deterioration of Mental and Physical Health: Conditions inside correctional facilities routinely expose inmates to violence, isolation, and psychological strain, raising the ethical question of whether a civilized society has the moral right to inflict such distress.
High Rates of Recidivism (Reoffending): Prisons are frequently criticized as "schools of crime" where inmates form gangs and learn new criminal behaviours rather than being rehabilitated, calling into question the overall effectiveness and moral justification of the system.
· non-custodial sentences 
Public Safety and Fairness: Some feel that allowing offenders to stay in the community fails to offer immediate protection to the public and is a ‘soft option’. People want the state to do what is necessary to keep them safe.
Financial Inequality: Fixed fines hit low-income individuals much harder than wealthy offenders. Taking money from someone who cannot afford basic needs can deepen their hardship and drive further crime
· capital punishment 
Sanctity of Life: Opponents believe all human life has inherent value that cannot be forfeited, even by those who commit heinous crimes.
Contradictory Message: Critics argue that killing to show that killing is wrong undermines the moral authority and standard of the community.
Risk of Executing the Innocent: Judicial systems are fallible, meaning capital punishment carries the irreversible risk of putting an innocent person to death.
Religious Responses
Sentence starters: 
A religious response can be found from X which teaches that…
Christians believe that…
Jesus taught that…
Christians would refer to the teachings of Jesus, Christian ethics is based on the teachings and example of Jesus, particularly his command to ‘love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
Within the Bible there are several instances that Jesus taught the importance of forgiveness. 
He also taught that we should care for the vulnerable and said: ‘Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
In the Torah/Old Testament it states, “...you are to take life for life, eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth.”


Non-religious responses
Sentence starters: 
A non-religious can be found from X which says that…
Utilitarians believe that…
Kant argued that…
Kantian ethics emphasises every person should be treated with respect and never merely as a means to an end. It commands individuals to act only according to maxims that they would want to become universal laws, applicable to everyone.
Utilitarianism is founded on the principle that actions are morally right if they promote the greatest happiness for the greatest number of people. Utilitarianism is a form of consequentialism, meaning that it judges the morality of an action based on its outcomes or consequences rather than the action itself.

